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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and 


in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





What Can The Church Do? 


Most social scientists feel that the Christian church has lost much 
of its place in the community life of America because of its failure to 
serve the most practical needs of the average family in times of stress and 
great need. Slowly all these services have been taken up by the state — 
with great spiritual and moral loss to the community. 

An example of what the church can still be in modern life is 
found in the “Storehouse program” of the Latter Day Saints (Mormons). 
The Mormon economic system centers in the “Bishops’ Storehouse.” 


The Storehouse is not a super- 
market but a super effort by the 
Mormon Church to help Mormon 
families in economic distress. They 
are given coupons by their local 
bishop to the nearest Storehouse 
where they may select and receive 
a week’s supply of essential foods 
and fuels. The Storehouse idea (cre- 
ated in the depression and now en- 
tering its 25th year) has spread 
across the land and involves a com- 
plex of 700 projects, church-owned 
farms, ranches, food processing 
plants and other enterprises. 

The worth of the church’s wel- 
fare holdings from New York to 
California is estimated at $50 mil- 
lion and is still growing. There are 
farms near such metropolitan cen- 
ters as Washington, New York, 
Detroit, Los Angeles, etc. From the 
farms and food plants come the 
products that go into 134 of 
the Bishops’ Storehouses scattered 
around the country. 


The Mormons insist that their 
system does not create indolence 
or destroy individual responsibility 
which many feel results from the 
public dole or unemployment re- 
lief. The needy who receive Store- 
house help give as they can through 
work on the farms and other welfare 
projects until they have again found 
employment. The church also main- 
tains employment bureaus to assist 
those looking for work. Since each 
district of the church is an economic 
unit, with a producing farm and a 
“Bishop’s Storehouse,” those who 
are in need do not suffer the humil- 
iation of public relief and may con- 
tinue as productive citizens through 
the resources of the church com- 
munity to which they themselves 
have contributed during their pro- 
ductive years. 


Evidence that the church does not seek to 
establish a closed economic community of its 
own but to remain a helpful part of the free 
enterprise system is indicated in the recent an- 
nouncement that the First National Bank of 
Salt Lake City, Utah, has been sold to private 
banking interests efter serving the church in 
the capital of the Mormon international organ- 
ization since 1873 when it was founded by 
Brigham Young. The church leaders stated that 
their aim is to maintain a social and religious 
community independent of and in full coopera- 
tion with the ccmmercial world outside the 
church, rather than a closed economic society. 


CREDIT UNIONS: One way 
that a local church can take a first 
step toward cultivating economic 
cooperation, independence and self- 
help among its members is to es- 
tablish a Credit Union. The CU is 
a savings fund created by participat- 
ing members from which they may 
receive earned interest for their sav- 
ings while creating a fund they may 
draw upon in time of need or emer- 
gency at reasonable interest rates. 
Hundreds of congregations. both 
Catholic and Protestant, have al- 
ready established credit unions with- 
in their congregations. For further 
information write to Credit Un- 
ion National Organization, Filene 
House, Madison 1, Wisconsin. 


No Matter Who Wins 

With two young candidates, both 
committed to progressive thought 
and action, completely dominating 
the national scene, are we not en- 
tering an entirely new political era? 
What motivations are behind these 
young men? What effect will their 
thinking and their policies have on 
our economy? (Keep in mind that 
whichever one is elected or defeat- 
ed — either Richard Nixon or John 
Kennedy — both will be dominant 
political figures for years to come.) 
Will they be more effective in deal- 
ing with the Russians than the old- 
er generation they replace? For the 
answers, watch for the report in 
our next release. “No Matter Who 
Wins.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


HE UN PEACE FORCE: It is no exaggeration to say that the hope 

of civilization now rests with the 12,000 United Nations “peace 
troops” in the cauldron of the Congo, in whom is vested the moral force 
of mankind united for law and peace. Whatever the outcome of their pres- 
ence there, this truth remains unchanged. Optimism is justified in view of 
the success of UN peace forces in the Mideast, where a similar effort was 
successfully inaugurated on the Palestine-Arab border when war seemed 
inevitable. 

WITH THE ATOMIC AGE in full stride. moral authority to 
enforce justice and obedience to law. and safeguard freedom, must re- 
place reliance on physical force. At times moral authority will be de- 
feated. But the idea will persist and eventually mark the next level of 
human progress. Ultra-reactionary forces in this country are using their 
press and radio outlets to discredit the UN peace force and to undermine 
American confidence in and support of the UN action. These voices may 
not be as loud in your community as elsewhere but their influence is so 
strong behind the scenes that vigorous U. S. support of the UN is con- 
tinually thwarted, although our political leaders give frequent platitudi- 
nous endorsement to the UN efforts. 

BY ITS VERY NATURE, the UN cannot champion American 
nationalism, or our particular brand of capitalism. Consequently, spokes- 
men for reaction persist in their attempts to associate the UN with “com- 
munistic influence,” ignoring the fact that Russia obviously considers the 
UN one of the greatest barriers to Communist world domination and only 
cooperates with the international organization when there are advantages 
to Moscow in doing so. The Moscow maneuvers in the Congo have been 
aimed at blocking UN influence as well as that of the West. 

THE ANTI-UN VOICES imply by word and attitude that an 
atomic war with Russia would be preferable to peace through the en- 
forcement of law and order by international authority. The depth and 
nature of such collective insanity in the nuclear age can be measured by 
the estimates of atomic weapons scientists who warn that 50 to 70 million 
Americans would die in such a conflict. tens of millions left with terrible 
lingering afflictions; that there would be property damage on a similar 
scale; that even worse carnage and destruction would hit Russia and beyond. 

The UN peace force in the Congo is especially significant in view 
of the volatile situation in Cuba. International authority of some kind — 
under the Organization of the American States and the UN — must be 
substituted for the Communist-anti-Communist big power intrigue in Cuba. 


UNDERSTANDING CUBA 
The following analysis is based on several weeks of travel and study in Cuba, Venezu 
ela, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, during which time your editor interviewed scores of educators, 
students, engineers, diplomatic personnel and nationals who are friends of Between The Lines 
in these countries. For further background, and authentic supporting facts, see two recent au 
thoritative studies: Cuba, Island of Paradox, by R. Hart Phillips, longtime N. Y. Correspondent 
in Havana (McDowell, Oblensky, ‘59); Latin America by J. F. Rippy, (University of Minnesota 
Press, ‘58.) 
NDER all the distortions and hysteria about Cuba, here are the facts 
that will stand in history: 

e The Cuban revolution was long overdue and the reforms that 
Castro has attempted should have and could have been achieved con- 
structively if the wealthy Cuban minority and the American corporations. 
with large investments there, had exhibited a reasonable amount of fore- 
sight and responsibility. 

e The anti-U. S. fever in the Cuban revolution is the result of 
the U. S. record of collaboration with Latin American tyrants. U. S. mil- 
itary and diplomatic officials and our corporations incline to be palsy- 
walsy with the bloodiest dictator if he’s anti-Communist and won’t dis- 

(continued first col. NEXT page) 











X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


turb our investments. Witness Franco of Spain, Trujillo of the Dominican 
Republic and the plunderer of Venezuela, Jiminez who, due to the loyalty 
of the U. S. oil interests, is living in luxurious refuge under FBI protection 
in Florida. The U. S. support of Cuba’s Batista, almost to the last foul 
moments of his bloody rule, aroused much hatred in Cuba. The American 
press has justifiably publicized the brutalities of Castro, but our press re- 
mained silent over the infinitely greater brutalities of Batista. These rec- 
ords have created anti-U. S. sentiment through all Latin America. 

e The Castro revolution has not been a “Communist movement” 
per se, but, as in all modern revolutionary eruptions, the Communists 
have been actively involved, for revolution is their business. Fidel Castro, 
like many successful revolutionaries, is an inspired but flighty egoist and 
a very poor administrator. It was apparent from the first that others would 
have to give substance and guidance to the revolution. Outside of Cuba 
there were only two sources for that kind of help — the U. S.— or the 
Communists, and any help from the Reds leads to the doors of the Kremlin. 

e Since the Cuban Communists are skilled in all phases of revolu- 
tionary change and since they have been on the ground, pressing at all 
points for larger participation, it has been evident that where and as Cas- 
tro’s leadership should fail, the Reds would seize controls. This News- 
letter warned of this shortly after Castro came to power and renewed the 
warning on other occasions. We quote from these releases: 


Between The Lines, May 15, °59: Will U. S. interests cooperate 
with Castro or fight him? The more he is opposed by these powerful out- 
side business trusts, the more likely he will be driven to extreme policies 
that will very likely then embrace some of the characteristics of Marxism 
— “the liquidation of corporate wealth for the benefit of the masses.” 
Emotional and impulsive, as are many Latins, he can easily be driven 
to extremes. 

BTL, July 1, 59: There are Communist influences within the Cas- 
tro regime as....in every revolutionary regime now coming to the sur- 
face throughout Latin America. How strong that Communist influence 
will become depends largely upon U. S. officials and financial interests and 
the sympathetic understanding of the U. S. public. 

BTL, Oct. 15, °59: Castro admitted in this interview that he was 
having difficulties with the Communists; and as frankly conceded the 
threats to the regime from Communist infiltration. But Castro also made 
it clear that the formidable forces arrayed against his revolution (including 
the American sugar, fruit and utility interests) compelled him to use all 
the help he could get from any other source. 

BTL, Dec. 15, ’59: ...every effort made to block his (Castro’s) 
aims or to frustrate the task of the Cuban revolution will force Castro 
into greater dependence upon the Reds. 

BIL, Jan. 1, ‘60: ...all warn that Communist influence in the 
Custro Government is great. Just how great it becomes will depend upon 
the U. S. The need for understanding and constructive action is pressing. 


SWIFT BEYOND EXPECTATION have been the developments 
in Cuba along the lines of these forecasts. U. S. diplomacy, under the 
pressure of a billion dollars in U. S. Cuban investments, did nothing but 
obstruct the Cuban revolution from the start; Castro’s personal leadership 
has deteriorated rapidly; the Soviet, alert to the opportunity, quickly 
moved into the vacuum. 

THE HOUR WE MISSED: At least 65 per cent of the Cubans 
are desperately poor. Yet their island is rich and abundant for those priv- 
ileged to exploit it. To the impoverished millions in Latin America, Africa 
and Asia, private property, free enterprise and even freedom itself mean 
little. Revolutionary events elsewhere have stirred the people in Cuba to 
realize their inherent rights. For these the Castro regime has already per- 
formed miracles in the reorganization of Cuban agriculture, in housing 
and in production of cheaper and more abundant food, clothing, etc. 
Those Cubans who have not been directly benefited have seen it happen 
to others and for the first time their lives have been lighted by hope. There 
are several millions of these for whom the word Revolucion o muerte 
(Revolution or death) is no idle talk. They mean it. 

DO YOU REMEMBER when Castro paid a friendly visit to the 
U. S. about 18 months ago, seeking U. S. aid and cooperation in rebuilding 
Cuba? While he warned that there would have to be drastic changes in the 
concentration of American investments in Cuba which were working at 
such a disadvantage to the welfare of the Cuban people, Fidel was friend- 
ly, open to our guidance and friendship. There was still time for construc- 
tive effort in Cuba. Many urged then that our Government launch a great 
Latin American agricultural and technical aid program through the 
Organization of American States — a $4 or $5 billion 10-year loan program 
that would initiate a great wave of constructive transformation through all 
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Economics and Christian Ethics 


If you are puzzled by the trends of business and the mysterious 
behavior of the stock market, be consoled by the fact that the Wall Street 
experts are also baffled. Spoofing has lightened the tension somewhat as 
some investment houses, in issuing their quarterly market reports and 
analyses, have, with a straight face, included studies or “indexes” about 
the reaction of the stock market to volcanoes in Italy, earthquakes in 
South America, or the breeding habits of sea gulls. It’s a healthy admis- 
sion that the high-priced analysts and forecasters are all guessing — even 


as you and I. 


Economists are particularly puz- 
zled because the usual mid-summer 
business revival did not materialize, 
this on top of the jolt that came 
when the enthusiastic forecasts 
about zooming prosperity through 
the “Soaring Sixties” flopped be- 
fore this new decade hardly got 
started. Population growth, with an 
ever increasing demand for goods, 
keeps industrial production and 
sales at high levels, but for most 
businesses profits are skimpy and 
there is far too much unemploy- 
ment. Consequently some econo- 
mists are labeling the period “prof- 
itless prosperity.” 


THE PROFIT SQUEEZE: The 
narrow profit margins have been 
widely publicized but little is said 
about how the action of the monop- 
oly industries, steel, oil, chemicals, 
drugs, the utility, dairy and other 
giant corporations have added to 
this price-profit sqeeze — disas- 
trously so for the thousands of 
independent and small businessmen 
and farmers. The major points of 
concern at this moment are: that 
the largest corporations have the 
power to protect their own posi- 
tions by raising prices with little 
regard for the welfare of the con- 
sumer or small business, that they 
have done so repeatedly in the past, 
and now threaten to do so again. 
Foreign competition in steel, autos 
and other products, and some wage 
increases, have brought new pres- 
sures on the profit position of ma- 
jor industries; will they — instead 
of enduring the pinch like the rest 
of us through this particular period 


of extraordinary international ten- 
sions and uncertainty — use their 
prerogative to raise prices, irrespec- 
tive of what their action will mean? 


Although the subject is taboo in 
the press, the economic welfare of 
most of us in the immediate future 
hangs very much on the decisions 
that will soon be made at this point. 
These great companies protest that 
they are not “monopolistic,” that 
they too have competition, which 
is true —to a degree. But the fact 
remains that, because of their size 
and influence, they are able to, and 
often do, initiate price changes in 
concert. Over a lunch table, ten 
men who head five giant corpora- 
tions that dominate a whole indus- 
try can make decisions which seri- 
ously affect 50,000 little business- 
men who have no way to protect 
themselves or participate in these 
decisions. 





How this process operates and 
how it hurts may be examined in 
the steel industry — which has en- 
gineered price boosts in steady se- 
quence since 1950—far beyond 
the point which could be justified 
by wage increases. (See the Senate 
Report — No. 1387, 85th Congress 
—on the hearings of Kefauver’s 
subcommittee on Anti-Trust and 
Monopoly, which dealt with steel 
investigations.) These profit in- 
creases have admittedly enabled the 
steel plants to operate profitably at 
only 60 per cent capacity! This has 
been a smart and skillful maneuver 
by steel management, but how can 
the little businessman who depends 

(continued second col., NEXT page) 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


Latin America. This would at the same time have provided Castro with aid 
which the revolution needed and which would have thwarted the extreme 
elements around him. The political eruptions in Guatemala, Venezuela and 
Cuba, the near revolutions in Peru and the Dominican Republic cried out 
for such a move. 


BUT THE PRESSURE WAS PUT ON CONGRESS by ultra 
conservative U. S. business and political interests to forget it. Yet Vice 
President Nixon, among others, had urged such action ever since his re- 
turn from that ill-starred visit to Latin America a few months before. 
Many U. S. technical experts and Point Four people, who were working 
at that time in Latin America, looked confidently towards the prompt 
inauguration of the program. Several of these Americans, who are still in 
Peru, Venezuela, Colombia, described to your editor how they had hope- 
fully planned to expand their work. Then word came from Washington that 
too much pressure was on Congress from U. S. investment interests, that 


such loans and technical assistance would only result in more competition 
for the U. S. 


SO THE GREAT AID PROGRAM FOR LATIN AMERICA 
died stillborn and, instead, we boosted defense spending to $45 billion 
that year, (including atomic research) of which at least $5 billion, as usual, 
was wasted through corruption, Pentagon profligracy and interservice 
rivalries — a sum equal to the total proposed for loans to Latin America 
over a ten year period! (The Hoover Commission estimated that about 
12 per cent or more of defense spending is wasted each year.) Moreover, 
the U. S. has spent at least $200 billions in the last 10 years on weapons 
“to stop communism” and yet hasn’t been able to develop anything to 
stop communism in Cuba. The recent Eisenhower proposal of a $500 
million loan aid program is a feeble echo out of a betrayed past. Too little, 
too late. And, like most of Eisenhower’s constructive proposals, it will 
probably never survive the indifference and the conservative smog that has 
characterized the present Administration when it comes to action for peace. 


AMERICAN BUSINESS INTERESTS IN CUBA now piously 
protest any suggestions that they might have prevented the present Cuban 
debacle. Didn’t the Mexican revolution teach us anything? After American 
oil and other properties were confiscated in Mexico during the 1930's, 
many new U. S. millions have been reinvested on a more equitable basis 
with great benefit to Mexico and to American investors alike. American 
capitalism, with its superior technical achievements, should be the most 
constructive revolutionary force in most parts of the world these days. 
Far too often its accomplishments only seem to hasten its own defeat. 


In former colonial areas, British investors have demonstrated this truth in the way they 
have kept British trade and British investments in profitable emplcyment around the world 
by, to a very large degree, transforming the basis of these investments from exploitation to 
service. Those who didn’t aren‘t in business any more. This is dramatically apparent in the 
contrast between the positicn of the British in their former African colonies and that of the 
Belgians in the Congo. 


FROM REVOLUTION TO CIVIL WAR 


year ago the Cuban middle classes were nearly all earnestly behind 

the Castro revolution. The skilled workers, craftsmen, technicians, 
teachers, small businessmen, joined with the masses of peasantry and un- 
skilled workers in enthusiastically backing Castro. But beginning with last 
March, as the Reds increasingly intruded their confiscatory and tyrannical 
methods, accompanied by the deafening propaganda drumbeat of class and 
international hatreds, the regime began to alienate the Cuban middle 
class. The pace of this alienation was greatly accelerated between May 
and August of this year. 


THE STAGE IS SET FOR CIVIL WAR, as the middle class turns 
against Castro, for this class (approximately 30 per cent of the popula- 
tion) united with the 5 per cent of the wealthy Cubans who have always 
been anti-Castro are now arrayed against the peasants and unskilled 
workers (approximately 65 per cent) who are still ardent Fidelistas. As 
thousands of middle class Cubans, including many once loyal Castro aides, 
desert the regime, many fleeing to Florida, the U. S. can easily support 
counter-revolution plans. While all such information is considered strictly 
“classified,” it is rumored that the U. S. Central Intelligence Agency and 
special officers from the Pentagon are secretly organizing and arming the 
growing anti-Castro forces for intervention in Cuba by Cuban forces. Any 
mention of this is officially taboo but every informed observer knows it is 
going on. We did the same thing in Guatemala a few years ago. But the 
Cuban venture is much larger with infinitely greater implications for all 
Latin America. Our Intelligence officials still believe that Fidel Castro 
himself is not a Communist, but they expect the Reds, led by Dr. “Che” 
Guevara and Raul Castro, to push Fidel’s power into eclipse. Rumors of 
Fidel’s pending assassination are rife in Cuba now. 
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on steel products survive when the 
price of the steel he must buy has 
quadrupled in the last eight years 
with but slight price adjustments 
available with which to protect his 
own profit position? Not only must 
the small businessman face the 
wage and other costs that increas- 
ingly beset the larger industries, 
but the teeth of competition that 
press upon the small independent 
businessman are much longer and 
sharper than those felt by the giants. 

DEMOCRAT PRICE CON- 
TROLS? It has been the Democrat 
Senators who have persistently ex- 
posed the part the monopoly corp- 
orations have had in the price 
squeeze; hence the threat of a Dem- 
ocratic Administration coming to 
power in a few months has height- 
ened the talk in top business circles 
of a wave of price boosts before the 
Democrats should take over. This 
strategy offers the hope that, if the 
Democratic Administration threat- 
ens price controls, the area of safe 
retreat would be wider. 

If the great industries will let 
present prices stand and be content 
with something less than the se- 
quence of record-breaking profits 


(continued) 


they have nearly all enjoyed in the 
postwar years, then the average 
small and independent businessman 
and farmer will soon gain a larger 
share of prosperity and stability as 
the population growth continues to 
increase consumption. Thus the 
hope of the “Soaring Sixties” might 
still be fulfilled as increased afflu- 
ence at the broader base of our 
economy favorably affects markets 
and investments. 

The same should be said of the 
labor unions in the major industries 
— steel, autos, etc. — where wages 
are the highest in history. The steel 
unions and steel management both 
now bear the stigma of public dis- 
trust for their behavior in last year’s 
steel strike which ended in a stale- 
mate of selfishness and shortsight- 
edness. 

Wall Street might do well to 
grade corporation stocks not only 
in regard to earnings but according 
to management’s record — along 
with that of the labor leaders in- 
volved —in terms of Christian 
goodwill. You might be surprised 
what a close relationship this would 
have to a company’s earnings in 
the future. 


South America — the Hopeful Side 


Balanced against the discouraging aspects of the Latin American 


picture today (illiteracy, extremes of poverty and wealth, corruption and 
authoritarian governments which invite communistic penetration), there 
are rays of light, light that could flash forward with unexpected power, 


lighting up our whole hemisphere with new hope. 


THE MIDDLE CLASS: Modern 
literature has been very hard on the 
mores of the middle class, scorning 
the simple intensity of its effort to 
climb, sneering at its accumulation 
of “status” symbols. But only in 
countries without a middle class 
does one discover the essential place 
which a responsible middle class 
must fill in a democratic society. 
The elegance of the aristocracy, 
their palaces and villas, their clubs, 
the theaters and operas they sup- 
port, together with the picturesque 
costumes of story-book peasants — 
all such are glamorous indeed for 
the tourist, but dangerous in the 
modern world since they provide 
no bulwark against the radical tech- 
niques for social change that are 
specding forward in our nuclear 
age. Middle class life, however, is 
the very goal towards which all 
these revolutions are striving. Fur- 
thermore, it is the only way to 
create mass consumers for mass 
production which provides employ- 
ment for mass populations. 


In Latin America, a middle class 
of consequence is emerging for the 
first time in history. It is growing 
of necessity out of the expansion of 
industry, manufacturing and trans- 
port which require technicians, 
clerical workers, administrators... 
and out of the distribution and 


merchandising of factory goods 
which create many new jobs as well 
as new independent businesses. 

Handsome new homes of middle 
class size are enveloping the en- 
virons of every large city in South 
America. New tall apartment build- 
ings with modern and spacious ac- 
commodations for middle class fam- 
ilies are burgeoning in the centers 
of all the large cities. Shops filled 
with modern furniture, electric re- 
frigerators, stoves, washers, TVs, 
radios and other appliances are lin- 
ing the business streets. Auto traffic 
crowds the streets. 

The big question is whether the 
middle class is growing fast enough. 
It is tempting to draw conclusions 
from the beautiful suburbs and 
modern business section of Lima, 
for instance....but walk through 
the miles of Lima’s slums and you 
are not so sure that Peru’s middle 
class is growing fast enough. Even 
in a far more realistic South Amer- 
ican city such as Guayaquil, Ecua- 
dor, the substantial new suburban 
homes are encouraging to see, as 
are the busy city stores and the dis- 
plays of modern household equip- 
ment — but, as in La Paz, Bogata 
and elsewhere, the slums are like 
tropical jungles pushing at their 
backs. The speed-up of change is 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





South America — the Hopeful Side 


not limited to constructive growth; 
as populations grow, the rot in 
these slums also mushrooms. 


MANUFACTURED GOODS: 
It is so common in our society to 
condemn our emphasis on “things” 
and all material goods that it comes 
as rather a surprise to realize that 
cheap manufactured goods may 
provide the stimulus to jolt a le- 
thargic mass of poor and ignorant 
people out of their dull acceptance 
of an unbelievably depressed status 
quo. We have reported previously 
that cheap factory cloth, dungarees, 
kitchen pans and dishes, cutlery, 
towels are to be seen in the most 
remote corners of the underdevel- 
oped areas.... that the Indians in 
the high Andes, with their colorful 
ponchos over their backs, scamper- 
ing about the steep slopes as nimbly 
wear skirts and pants 
made of factory cloth, often carry 
water in factory buckets, cook in 
factory pans. On their backs they 
carry their huge bags of grain or 
packs of hand-woven woolens into 
the town markets to sell — and car- 
ry home cheap mass produced ar- 
ticles that they buy in the sidewalk 
markets. And an Indian woman, 
bare footed, wearing a big tribal 
hat and bright skirt, her baby swung 
on her back, will peer thoughtfully 
into a shop window filled with alum- 
inum pots, modern stoves and elec- 
trical appliances. Watching her 
study the display, one will realize 
suddenly that here. for the first 
time in history, new manufactured 
“things” to buy have been brought 
to these remote regions of the world. 
People, who for untold centuries 
lived off their hills and animals, 
making or trading everything they 
used, are now being exposed to 
“things” to buy —cheap articles 
that make their work easier and 
quicker, cheap cloth that doesn’t 
require long tedious spinning and 
weaving. The pressure to produce 
more in order to buy more has be- 
gun here literally at the grass roots. 


as goats, 


Slightly further up the scale, the 
peasants and servants on the vast 
haciendas and plantations of the 
rich, the burden-bearers on the 
docks, all are developing new needs 
and wants — for plastic combs and 
wrist watches, for T-shirts and sun 
nylon stockings and 
costume jewelry and, above all, for 
manufactured cloth in its endless 
variety of patterns....these fac- 
tory goods displayed temptingly in 
the great crowded open markets. 
The pressure of the population for 
more earnings to buy more things 
may speed up the process of raising 
the standard of living beyond any 
possible rational forecast we can 
now make. 


“DUCATION: As Dr. Frank 
Laubach often emphasizes, the il- 


glasses, for 
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literate peoples of the world are the 
most disease-ridden, underfed and 
underprivileged in all societies — 
and the most defenseless against 
political corruption. There is a 
slight improvement in educational 
opportunities in many South Amer- 
ican countries, but unfortunately 
the rate of improvement in schools 
is much too slow. Few so-called pub- 
lic schools are really free, their 
“low” tuition beyond the means of 
the worker-peasant class. The par- 
ochial schools are chiefly for the 
well-to-do and the aristocracy. As 
of today, it is improbable that the 
present type of governments (actu- 
ally most of them are oligarchies) 
will make enough of a dent on the 
over-all illiteracy-educational prob- 
lem. Probably only a supra-national 
organization such as the UN can 
meet the need. 

FOOD: Despite desperate pover- 
ty and an almost unbelievably low 
standard of living among the masses 
of much of South America, there 
is not hunger there, in the same 
sense that hunger exists in Asia. 
This is not to say that the poor all 
have a very good diet, or that many 
are not underfed, but they are not 
starving. The population explosion 
threatens this ratio of food to 
people, however, so that overdue 
economic reforms can’t be long 
postponed. The one element that 
has dampened the Communist pene- 
tration thus far has been food. 

HEALTH: Much progress has 
been made in the field of public 
health, especially in controlling the 
more terrible epidemics of Yellow 
Fever, Smallpox, etc. The advances 
made in public health account in a 
large part for the population 
growth. Much remains to be done, 
but a good start has been made, 
especially in the population centers. 

GEOGRAPHY: The geographi- 
cal barriers between different parts 
of South America, even between 
different sections of the same coun- 
tries, have been formidable blocks 
to progress. The mountains are so 
high and rugged, the deserts so 
arid, the jungles so impenetrable as 
to almost defy the hope of rail or 
road communications. But air trans- 
port has now linked regions that 
had previously been more separated 
than if they had been on different 
continents. Inevitably this  inter- 
change will also speed-up the rate 
of change and progress. 

BUT NOW IN EVERY COUN- 
TRY an organized Communist bloc 
is pushing for reforms and changes 
that will stick. 

Will the speed-up of economic 
democracy produce results in time 
to prevent the Reds from capital- 
izing on frustrated hopes and 
thwarted expectations? Cuba places 
before us in sad and damning de- 
tails an example of such a failure. 
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GRAVE RISKS ARE INVOLVED in U. S. participation in a 
Cuban counter-revolution. There are strong sympathies for Castro among 
all the peoples of Latin America, for Castro’s propaganda “Por la libera- 
cion de America Latina” has made more headway than UV. S. officials 
want to admit. There is not a university that is not greatly agitated by 
these sentiments. If the U. S. exposes its hand too much in an attempt to 
destroy the Castro regime, the reaction against the U. S. will be serious, 
flinging a thousand doors open to larger Soviet influence. The memory of 
similar action by the U. S. in Guatemala is still fresh, although the Amer- 
ican public was never told the real story of the way the U’. S. secret in- 
telligence manipulated the overthrow of the revolutionary government in 
Guatemala. Pro-Communist it was, but it also had brought desperately 
needed reforms which were prompily stifled when the U. S. puppet regime 
replaced the left-wing reform government. As a result, Guatemala again 
seethes with revolution. The student-peasant-worker organizations through- 
out Latin America — which are the areas of life from which revolutions 
spring — are familiar with the U. S. action in Guatamala and are embit- 
tered over it. Moreover, to all these, and millions of neutral peoples, the 
Monroe Doctrine is simply a formula for maintaining U. S. economic 
domination in this hemisphere. 


ALL LATIN AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS are aware of these 
conditions and many of them are barely able to stay in power against the 
turbulent pressure of their own student-worker-peasant populations. Such 
governments as those of Peru, Bolivia, Colombia, Venezuela and Ecuador, 
which are officially friendly to the U. S. and concerned over the threats 
ef Soviet penetration of this hemisphere, are, however, so insecure on 
their home ground that they can only be pro-U. S. and anti-Castro with 
considerable caution. The kind of bald intervention in Cuba which our 
hotheads and much of the U. S. press is calling for would cause waves of 
anti-U. S. feeling to sweep over these areas. In that event, the chances 
are great that what we have lost in Cuba would be small compared to the 
losses we would suffer eventually all over the South American continent. 
The Soviet Union itself could hardly plot the deterioration of U. S. in- 
fluence and power more effectively. (See N. Y. Times, Aug. 4, for a cour- 
ageous report by top Latin American observers.) 


THE U. S. AIM will no doubt be a coup d'etat in Havana by anti- 
Castro forces—a seizure of power so sudden and complete that the 
Castro dictatorship will have no opportunity to defend itself by military 
action. Russia would also be deprived of opportunity for missile and 
rocket rattling. But since these promising schemes rarely come off as plan- 
ned, often resulting in a grim and bloody struggle for power, the above 
examination of the underlying facts is essential to our understanding. 
Moreover, if the U. S. should succeed in engineering a seizure of power. 
will Washington have not required of the Cuban counter-revolutionaries 
a restoration of U. S. property and a roll-back of much of the revolution 
as the price of U. S. backing? Anything less would certainly stir an awful 
iow in this country, for the great sugar, fruit and mining corporations 
which have lost about a billion dollars in Cuban investments are counting 
On it. But if the aims and achievements of the Cuban revolution are denied 
to any serious degree, the revolutions in the Caribbean and South America 
and our difficulties with them, will only have begun. 


MEASUREMENTS FOR PEACE 


O one denies the need for the U. S. to keep Russia out of the Carib- 

bean. If we accept any thesis of defense, Soviet power cannot be per- 
mitted to establish itself behind the U. S. shield of defense, although the 
U. S. has forced such situations on the Soviet Union at various points. 
Then what should be done? By what measurement can we know whether 
we are moving towards peace or towards a deepening widening conflict? 
To the degree the U. S. works through the Organization of American 
States — in cooperation with the UN —to build solidarity in this hemi- 
sphere against the threat of Russian penetration, we are moving through 
constructive channels. Also the OAS should be the avenue through which 
to launch a long delayed hemispheric economic and technical aid program, 
rallying all Latin American states to a great leap forward, a program so 
vigorous that Cuba’s loss in not joining her neighbors in the movement 
would be obvious to all, including the Cubans. The anticipation that Rus- 
sian aid and trade agreements already made with Cuba will, as usual. 
prove disappointing will encourage Cuba’s participation. Then as the UN 
peace force can be made a reality, we will have the means at hand for 
safeguarding the peace in all troubled areas until the will of the people in 
the toimented zones can be established. 
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